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By ROGER
BARTHOLOMEW

THE prototype Son-
net was launched in
the summer of 1968
and the present fleet
is about to pass the
464 mark. The large
fleet is an indication
of the immense popu-
larity of this fine
vacht, which is still
increasing.

The first production
sonnet, a GRP version,
was launched in 1970 by
Kit Westcott. He was
elected the first Class
Association secrelary, a
position he still holds
today. Kit takes great
interest in the <lass and
encourages all those in-
terested from his Her-
manus base. When the
sonnet Nationals take

lace, Kil is always the
ackbone of the
organisation,

The Sonnet was de-
signed in Cape Town by
Jack Koper who has
been president of the
Class Association since
its inception. Jack must
have had a bout of in-
spiration when he sat
down to design the Son-
net, ag the boat has

roved to be a winner.

is ma A
suitability of the Sonnet
for families, and par-
ent-children crew
combinations.

TO CRUISE

The Sonnet is also
popular with those who
want only to cruise. It
has proved (0o be an ex-
citing and competitive
racing boat.

The first major Lro-
phy competed for was
the Westcolt Trophy
sailed at the Hermanus
Yacht Club where there
is a strong fleet. Zee-
koevlei Yacht Club, Im-
perial Yacht Club and
Milnerton Aguatic Club

romote Sonnets and
Emre large fleets.

The Sonnet has full
recognition from the
Western Province Sail-

be due to the ~ .

Set sail
in Sonnet

competes at the annual
provincial champion-
ships at Saldanha Bay.
-In recent years local

stalwaris Dr Lennie.

Handler and Peter
Standley have been
awarded their provin-
cial colours for their
achievements in the
Sonnet class.

anm under a good
deal o d]zressure TOIm
Ken Priday of Imperial

YC, Stephen FLesch of
Zeekoevlei ¥YC and
Geolf Ermer of Milner-
ton AC, which shows a
Fleanmg gspread of the
op skippers.

Although numerous
GRP hulls were built,

Westcott, who will sup-

ly full details. Kit also
Eas a list of good se-
condhand boats. - Action
Yachting builds the
boat.

The Sonnet is a strict
one-design class and
apart from for one or
two minor changes it is
the same as the original

This Is the first of a series of articles on different
classes of dinghies and yachts.

The Sonnet Nationals
are popular and more
than 40 boats usualhy
compete. Peler Stan
ley of Hermanus ¥C
has won the past three
Mationals but lost to Dr
Lenme Handler at last
yvear's WP Chamﬁmn-
ships. This year
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no one has been able Lo
produce a successful
version in this material
since MSM ceased pro-
duction quite a while
ago. The Sonnet can be

. built at home in wood

by the amateur. Pro-
spective home builders
should contact

i

::::

e

Kit

— the boats do nqgt
date. The Sonnel has
hard chines and a fairly
flat bottom, giving it
tremendous stability
even in foul weather.
Rigging is simplicity
itself (class rules en-
gure this) and the boat
is extremely easy to

gail as it bhas only a
mainsail and a jib with
simple controls., The
pivot point of the cen-
tréboard is adjustable
50 the Sonnet can be
gailed single-handed
with the mainsail only
by moving the centre-
board to remove trou-
blesome weather helm.

Technical Detalls

Length 4,375 m. Beam
1,525 m. Weight 70 kg
{minirnum).

Sail area — Mainsail
6 sq m, Jib 2,30 5q m.
Draught — centreboard
up 150 mm, down
770 mm. -

Useful Contacts: Sonnet
Class Association secre-
tary Kit Westcott,
W 02831-21975; Action
Yachting W 72-9044
{021).

@ The Topper, which
holds the British Design
Council Award for out-
standing design and is
the first truly mass-pro-
duced dinghy, was de-
veloped by the British
National Research De-
velopment Cnrfuratmn
and the giant The
technical expertise be-
hind the product is
Enormous.

It is one of the [as-
test-growing din‘fhy
classes in the worl
more than 22000 have
been sold — and is

making ils appearance
at local clubs.

It is called the Top-
per because of the ease
with which it can be
carried on the roof of a
car and its lightness
makes it a simple task
for women and children
to handle. Deck layout
is basic and the stabil-
ity is above average.
With the simple rig of
one sail it wilrbr: pu-
lar out here with all the
family.

Mexl monlth we will
feature a full and de-
tailed rEEurt with a
boat test by Springbok
Rick Mankin. Toppers
are imported b un
Boats, Further ingur
tion is available from
Action Yachting, T 72-
9044 and the Boat Shop,



