ETWEEM 3 suburk of Haarlem in Holland

and a delightful plad. i the Cape's Tokai
is o Flkvedar span with so much wortfowbole
achicvement by Margaret and Jack Kdper that
anly a bulky book could hold o fair tribute
adeguately, But the impact on S5outh Afncan
siathing s everywhere o e,

The stary sturled with the arrival i the
Transvaal during the early thartes of the
young hithographes hr'aH_'r' to find wark and
prospects unknown during those depression
years m Holland, Confident of a fulure in the
new, opportunity-fitled land, Jack Kbper sent
for Margaret und, alter their marfiage, the
couple w up the best home they could afford
m i lowe-in-a gareet style which g still g
warmly shared memaory.

Jack™s Futher, also hat by Europe’s slump
in the trade which he had passed on fo his
st joimed the couple o spend his Life in
South Alrica Gl bis death o the Labe sixcies
Mot of Jack™ fumily scattered over Lhi wal ld
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al thes tme when ceonamic condilions wene
catsng massive populittion movemen Ls.

The reafly g clapier an rhe Koper book
would start with the firsg of 34 vears in one
fiwc-hedroomed  house i Pinelands after a
shart “permanent hobiday-living-style™ period
at Cliften oo fest werival from the Trinswaal.
Those  years  added  Cwo sons and  pao
davughters,  thewr wives  gnd basbands  and
prandchildren o the Tamily - and exiended,
Ted newver lyosened, als orne- e ss,

Fhe hig obsession was sailing, bur un-
brioken through the  Yegrs gan g uniry of
cormmon  crealive aereses and talents wnd
enterprise {lowing nto projects which drew
and held a Famaly fogeihe;

lack had sketched dinghy desipns alimost
since he could drew and, although untrained
i marime  architecture, those early drawings
shiow the precision of a professional and, alsa
clearly, the shallow, scow |ines which came o
Feature in all his mature desipns,

[n Holland he had towed in caxed Fours
in the Cape he became an aegive, competitive
dinghy  helmaman he admits o preferring
the helm o the foredeck, Redwings, Interna
Liomal Fauwrteens,  Tweney-foeal  Scows,

a tribute to
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Sharpies and craft inspired by anvone’s wish
tir sail were wsed then.

Sprogs Rad acccacted Jaok and, afier a
stomg of club sailing successes, he won the

1950 Sprog  Matonal  championship  al
Knysna. Fifteen years Later his son Ceerhard
was oo stary an unequalled run ol three

successive wipns of the same @il at the
L2965 Lowreneo Margques Mational, and goang
an 1o sildanbes and DNnally Dwrbam,

But, in 1951, Conrad Crilcher and Uys van
Fesen of Holland won 1Y RU recognition for
ther Flying Dutchman design and the trial
peslis caughe Jack's altenricn. This led o a
bateh of hully grrving in the Cape, in response
e an order For Tive shells and one completed
Iull a5 a pateern for Tinishing the shelks, They
arrived  with the shells laid like skin layers
round the whole bull and were distributed
among owners whose names are all now
deeply entrenched in South African yvachting
records.

An uncenfirmed legend is that the come
pleted Bull i this batch was Van Essen's
protatype Flying Dutchman, sent out o meet
the South Arrican order hecause il was Lhe
bigmest eceived and the p:ulul:.-pl. wais L
only vomplete Bl in existence. This inle -
fionally-hustaric hull is reputed fo be stldl on
the hard ol Hepmmanos ¥ acht Club.,

Jack launched Cape Town's first Flying
IMitehman a class which confirmed his
judgment by becoming  the  aristocrat of
dinghics in CHympic, Intermational and South
Alnwan  competition and  still holding  the
sbatus 22 vears later,

Yack™s Camily are bound nio dhe South
Adfrncan Flyaig Do oc P sag.

In 1957 his sons, sl at school  snd
dedicated sailing enthusiasts, pumped 15 004

arted wi h
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Jack Koper

shiples inba Iovgllv-bought wood veneer and,
af far fesy ool e fhe gk -adey L meitisd,
miade two Flving Do tchmen, One wenl po dad
and the other they satled Gl it was sald o
salisficd vostomer who Wi happy o pay
enough 0 sel the younpgsers up Do istly
for their nesl veplare,

The Flymg Duichman propecl tought them
all w kot aboul seneers and glues and working
in ol d ply

Itos hard now o dappreciae thal yuniar
viwhting just did noet exist 20 years aga, The
Koper sans” necd Tor a petlormanee Doat for
yalpgsters wis answercd by Uheir tuther in
1956 with the Dahehick desgn * and South
Alrjean  vachting  started  the unfamiled,
vigarous pencration of youngsters whch will
Recp Lhe spsrce gl g as fang as weerd o
woalley have mowemeni.

With the launching of the Dabebicks o new
phigse stared in the Pinelonds househald

The design was intended as a boar which
yermngvlery conld beild g sail ar reasenable
wast, The cost limat in the plans was L25, and
it could be dome because adeguate Dtlipgs snd
sutly could e pomennade ke the ball wond
apars, School bandicralt classes used The plans
swceessioliy o angd G0 wus obwvious Lhat  Lhe
Dibwhick had browght jenior sailing 1o siay.

There wis one hang-up™ in sulpul rgle
b cause people seemed h“FF‘}' tar lackbe ot
building ot were scared Loty sail-making
undd  Abos fact really  ceeshaped  the shole
existence of the Koaper Bamily

They had muade the fese sols, 50 beciame
obveous targets for people in need ol sails for
their Dabehicks, Calica was wsed, Ter Jack ol
any thong better at reasenable cost, b sl
wily pel casy 10 buy, The apigina] plan fo Bave
every sail oin differcnt colour combinations
meant home dyeing with petral uns of dyes
scattersd round the house, calico deving an
the  parden lines  and, of  cowrse,  sewing
A e s I TERATHY fhvasaes Firded drder Hhies
o s e degyand For <ig]s REEW.

Sail makimg  for Dabehwks  became a
thriving haome industey with full Gamily parei-
cipation. 11 contributed sabstantally o owni-
weraidy paycations, pstablished worldwods con-
nectionis and, ultimarely, oo new Cldreer il a
timpe af lite when mos1 open ane ope e
rur-doswe towiards retirement,

Tervlene came in P38 and the stragelhe
find calive o cotton was replavced by oo
stipgle 1o lind and develop the technigues

Sooome day Juck vame home o Marganed
o bl her thal, at the spe of 850 he had
shandomed s career Tor another untred ane
in o completely unknown venture, Margasl,
as ever, Uwent aleng wath kim' oand Kdper
ginils weall their stylised K symbo] were soon
powering sailing dinghoes througlyout South-
ern Adrica.

L did not stop st dinghics. The editar of
5A Yachimy saw to it that Voorfrekker's first
sails were Kopor made, 4thatros 2, winner of
e First oo Raee, caried the Kopers symbol.
Sinee then every internatonal and nalional
altshore event fas ican s fuig Cxirg fors oo
the whole Tofr staff. Dabchicks have always
snapired more orders, and shil do even though
sail mumbers are e well anlo ghe fourth
thousand. 11 is a pily that the present trend s
foriaray Haie wldle iy oof Boaaer manerial,
as 4 compromise with manalsclunng prob-
lems, and (he colourtal Dabchick Mests are
fosing their character,

In 1%64 another purpose-built boat, the
Fopppa, was lsunched 1o il thee need Tor an
pconomical dinghy with a possible appeal 1o
the racmg crew. The design was =tll for home
pratlders and it offered spinmaker and frapeeae
praciis: and  surprising stabality, 11 s nol
surprising thal when, an 1970, the Sonmeg
came along o was assured of suceess by Lhe
repulations of ils predecessars,

This tme the design otfered o smaller
scow, diier than the Dabchick, with adupi-
abilaty 1o e oF twosmam saling hul - o
|.|_|_|.]:|-:'|I'|:|I'|1 and alinast |I,""|.'I.'|"|.I.l'|.l.:lr|-\.||'|-' im .";Il'.ll.'!ll
Afriea — Uhe Sonoet was ogidhy ome design ™
and @ ostorm broke as voiees were raised For
and agiinsi,

[atads shook in horpar ot the ghoaghl ar
[ILi "n!"i'\-:'.i'u:'}nluig“ wei bl Mottt motr odperiens i PRI
andd Titrings, no gimmacky masts o booms and
noa oswpeT ool ackles o padgels O
sheets, But slightly ahead of the “fiddlers™
were  people who wanted o bogr 1o slay
competitive for the Foresecable futune with-
oml needing capensive updating to mateh the
currend I.'!J._|rr:.|1|nrl'x R EELER

This waus Juck™ hinkmg exactly  and it
TOP: Margaret Koper bora the brunt of the
tirgt zally into sail-mak ing, a6 8 home-industry
supplying the Dabchick axplosion (now 4 000
sail numbers! | and she discusses the never.
ending quastion of "cut” with son Chris.
RIGHT: The future Flying Dutchman cham-
pion of Souch Africa, Jack's young nippar
Gerhard, with one of his many models, &

Dragon. Mo wonder hie ended up as an
architect . | |
)

al working thise new Tabrics, Threads had Lo
B P, sewing methods wied and ested
andd pattern cutting adapied o newe sdretch
response s, Al this wis done from serateh,
witly jast the First sample aof the matecial and
the problem and the increasing denjpand for
mure prodaction,

By moww Dubehick plans sold werne woell
ite Towr Digures, o class owners’ associalion
wits Booming, title compeioen wiy planed

inally, sailmaking becama a full-
tima profassion and here the meinsail
Tempo number 156 gets a critical
nca-gvir. About this tima, jn 1967,
ack afso semt oorceddor g her
rst  Trans-Atlantic triumph with
th African-made sail-power. She
ill has a coupla of the veteran sails
har lockar . . .

artdd  the Tempo  design was meaching  the
driwng, board.
Flying Dutchman  suiling had  changed. -

Three-iman bogls, insisted on oo keep 1he class
viimpe (Teive il the scowy ard Nhaegrics, had
TR I to line up with international praceise.

ook was akimg salls seriously and had
cven survived pinning the il of an Flymg
Durchman  sail, cut in ghe new Courtaald
Fabyje, temporarily smd rpaking Tinal adjust-
miends an bowrd a5 Lowis van Winsen tried
caich sailing point on Zeckoe Viel

1owus Peter Bacoe L, however, the Ameri-
caly halder of e International Finn world
championship title, who frst sugeesied swil
making a8 8 full time profession when he
campe o the Cape [or the 1966 national
regatta at Suldania, .

Al that Gme s couptrywade firm, 5A
Canvas, had no yacht sail-making inlerest but
Tuck was able o convinee phe divcciars thal @
il in Cape Town was g worthwhile project
ang, Tar mwae dilTwall, convince himsel§ that
e et imap o tan b




